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Message from the Pastor

Some Benedictine Communi- fully, and the monk throws off
ties have a very interesting anc the funeral pall and puts on the
powerful way of receiving new robe of the Benedictine order.
monks into the Community.
The man to be received comes
into the chapel and lies down T -
before the alter in the very spot Chrls“t, | am now alive in
where his coffin will be placed Him!

when he dies. He is then cov- To be a Christian is to change.
ered with a funeral pall, and It is to become new. It is not
the death bell that tolls at the  simply a matter of choosing a
earthly parting of a brother new lifestyle, but it has to do
sounds the solemn gongs of  with being a new person, a
death. The gathered Commu- "new creation" in Christ. It is
nity remains engulfed in important to remember, how-
silence- the silence of death.

He proclaims:
"I have been crucified with

After a while, the silence is ‘
broken when the brothers sing|d&en 7<=
Colossians 3:3'For you have )
died, and your life is hid with
Christ in God." Then there is

more silence, which is ended If anyone is in

by the singing of Psalm Chyi
118:17:"l shall not die, but he iﬁi’w
live, and declare the works of 4 1
the Lord." After this resurrec- GLea gl

2 Corinthians 5:17

tion proclamation, a deacon
shouts Ephesians 5:14: ‘
"Awake, O sleeper, and arise (7>
from the dead, and Christ will |#
give you light!" The bells of &
the Abbey ring loudly and joy- (72

Scripture of the MoithProverbs 38 (RsSV)

not emerge fully grown! We
are always changing, always
growing in Christ. That's part
of the value of the Christian
community; it is a place
where we can grow together
in Christ. So open your eyes
to the new life within you,
and share the joy of your jour-
ney with your brothers and
sisters in Christ!

Trust in theLorD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways ac-
knowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the
LoRrD, and turn away from evil. It will be a healing for your flesh and a refreshment for your

body.
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Sara MclLemore, ChildrgeadgtiCéRi Bi Pi é€SER6ol this year is shapi
sara,mclemore@gmail.com beRome: Paul and the Underground Church The week will kickoff in Sunday

Ceil Cowles, Membership Coordinator school Sunday, May $upstairs in the Education Building. Bible School will resume
fpcceil@eplus.net . the following Monday morning at 9 o6cloc
Vicki Pope, Financial/Education Secretary is for potty trained PrK students through currenf'graders. If you are interested in
fpcvicki@eplus.net registering, please find a form in the bulletins Sunday mornings. Forms also will be
Nelda Rhodes, Church Secretary available in the church offices.

fpcnelda@eplus.net

Ernie Wilson, Facility Maintenance Rome: Paul and the Underground Church

ewilsonl@eplus.net Strap on your sandals for fun, adventure
Tamara Haynes, Housekeeper VBS, youdll explore the streets of Rome

Penny McRee, Playschool Director

e I shares with us that:

Bruce Morgan, Groundskeeper Godos Love is a gift.
Goddéds Love changes wus.
SESSION odos Love is always with us.
Class of 2009 Class of 2011 Godd Love saves us.
Harbert Alexander, Sr.  Steve Bowers 0d6s |_ ove is worth sharing.
Jan Crossett Linda Butler
Randy Jones Andy Culbreath
Bill Kipp Mike Dunnavant Donét miss your chance to visit wit
Richard Swaim Susan Harris
Nan Thomas John Kendall
Class of 2010 Lectionary Readings for June 2009
Ty Cowles
Bill Dellastatious
Don Lewis June 7 ~ Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17
Lyn Parliment
Kevin Pauley

June 14 ~ | Samuel 15:34-16:13; Psalm 20; 2 Corinthians 5:6 -10 (11-
13), 14-17; Mark 4:26 -34

Don Thomson

OUR VISION

First Presbyterian Church is called to be a

faithful and inclusive congregation which June 21 ~ | Samuel 17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49 and Psalm 9:9-20; 1
enthusiastically glorifies God in our wor- Samuel 17:57-18:5, 10-16, Psalm 133; 2 Corinthians 6:1 -13;

ship, education, nurture and service

through the love and grace of our Lord Mark 4:35 -41

Jesus Christ.

If you have an article for the newsletter, please June 28 ~ 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27; Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 8:7 -15;
send it to Nelda Rhodes, Church Secretary at: 91

fpcnelda@eplus.net. Articles will be used as Mark 5:21 -43

space permits and may be edited for length.
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Ben Mathesd June 21

On June 21st we will welcome to our pulpit, the Rev.EBam Mathes, an ordained Presbyterian minister, and
President ofRivers of the World. ROW is an international exploration and development agency that targets
remote river basins. Ben has traveled the world in behalf of international health development, explorations

and Christian missions. We are glad to have him with us today as guest preacher during worship and speaker
| for our Sunday School hour.

During Sunday School, Ben will be giving a talk and slide show in the Fellowship Hall from 11:8512M5 PM.
Make your plans now to come and enjoy hearing about

Thank You for the Music!

My heart overflows with gratitude for the music that has exalted our Lord with songs of prai¥er. congregation is blessed to

have such a wonderful music ministryOur worship and praise is truly enhanced because of the love and dedication of our ¢hoirs
Director of Musi c, Or g aBrliessts i anmgds Q@iflod rde més yDiur ddgsheartfgllo ur t al e
thanks to each of you for your hard work and commitment to excellence.

Blessings,
Evelyn Taylor

Summer Choir News

Summer Choir is the perfect place for persons who love to sing or play, but cannot make a commitment\r
out the school year, to join your voice with regular choir members to praise God through music. Itis ant

that some choir members will be fAout of pocket SummerCh0|r s dur
leaving and returning in the Fall; vacations, weekends at the river, weddings out of town and other commitments

will affect our choir numbers this summer. It is my hope that we can continue the momentum we have attained by

keeping the choir full during summer monthBur rehearsal schedule will be as follows:

Wednesday, through the month of June, rehearsals from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays, throughout the summer, rehearsals at 9:00 a.m., just prior to the worship service

Anyone, any age, regardless of vocal experience is encouraged to come to either, or both, of the weekly rehearsafs and sing o
Sundays. The music will be familiar and easy to sing. No auditions required; just show up and be prepared to praisefGod thr
music. Handbells will also continue to rehearse at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoons through the month of June. Téisvisyaooth
make music for the Lord; again, no experience or music reading required. | look forward to seeing some new faces inttrge choir

summer.
Blessings,

Margaret Harrison

Hymn Request Form

| would like to request the following hymn to be sung in worship during the month of July:

Please place in offering plate, turn in to the office, or give to Margaret Harrison. We will be diligent in trying te yodubymns
in worship during the month of July.
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