
A couple of weeks ago, right 

before we entered the Season 

of Lent, we celebrated Valen-

tineôs Day.  Valentineôs Day 

always reminds me of a note 

which was written by ñMarieò 

shortly after she had broken 

her engagement to ñJimmy.ò  

The note went something like 

this:    

Dearest Jimmy,                                                                                                                   

No words could ever express 

the great unhappiness Iôve felt 

since breaking our engage-

ment. Please say youôll take me 

back. No one could ever take 

your place in my heart, so 

please forgive me. I love you, I 

love you, I love you!                                     

Yours forever, Marie.                  

P.S. And congratulations on 

winning the state lottery. 

Hummmmmé Marieôs moti-

vation to love obviously came 

from what she thought she 

could get from Jimmy!  What a 

contrast to the love of Christ, 

who loves us not because of 

what we can give Him, but 

because of what He can give 

us! 

ñFor God so loved the world 

that He gave His only begot-

ten Son, that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish, but 

have eternal life.  For God 

sent the Son into the world 

not to condemn the world, but 

that the world might be saved 

through himò (John 3:16-17). 

 

This Season of Lent must be a 

time when we reflect upon the 

great love which God has for 

us, even though we are com-

pletely undeserving of such 

love.  I hope you will fre-

quently take the opportunity 

during Lent to ponder the  

sacrifice which has been made 

for you, by the God who loves 

you more than you can imag-

ine. 

Thanks be to God for His 

unfathomable love! 
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March  2010 

ñFor God so loved the world that He gave  His only begotten Son, that  
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.  For God 
sent the Son into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world 
might be saved through him.ò  

Scripture of the Month ñ  John 3:16-17 

Special points of interest:  

Youth Lock-InðMarch 12 

Daylight Savings Time beginsðMarch 14 

Session MeetingðMarch 14 

Plattsburgh Group (Habitat )ï here Mar 14 

Pictorial Directories are here!! 

Older Adult PotluckðMarch 16 

Menôs BreakfastðMarch 21 

Communion SundayðMarch 21 

Righteous Reading RoundtableðMarch 24 

Palm SundayðMarch 28 

Holy Week ServicesðNoon during Holy Week 

Memorial Easter Lily DeadlineðMarch 31 

Menôs RetreatðApril 30 



F I R S T 

P R E S B Y T E R I A N 

1573 N. Highland Ave. 

Jackson, TN  38301-3454 

Phone:  (731) 422-1591 

                Fax:  (731) 427-2321 

                 www.fpcjacksontn.org   

STAFF 

John H. White, Pastor 

fpcjohn@eplus.net   

Robert F. Henry, Parish Associate 

fpcbob@eplus.net 

Thomas H. Suttle, III, Dir. of Youth & 

    Christian Education 

fpctommy@eplus.net 

Dr. Ronald Boud, Organist 

ronboud@gmail.com 

Margaret Harrison, Director of Music 

fpcmargaret@eplus.net 

Sara McLemore, Childrenôs Choir Director 

sara.mclemore@gmail.com 

Ceil Cowles, Membership Coordinator 

fpcceil@eplus.net 

Vicki Pope, Financial/Education Secretary 

fpcvicki@eplus.net 

Nelda Rhodes, Church Secretary 

fpcnelda@eplus.net 

Ernie Wilson, Facility Maintenance 

ewilson1@eplus.net 

Tamara Haynes, Housekeeper 

Penny McRee, Playschool Director 

pmcree@gmail.com 

Bruce Morgan, Groundskeeper 
 

SESSION 

Class of 2010            Class of 2012 
Ty Cowles     Harbert Alexander, Sr. 

Bill Dellastatious     David Greene 

Don Lewis     Carol Sue Keathley 

Lyn Parliment     Ted Showalter 

Kevin Pauley     Ray Tanner 

Don Thomson     Gay Walker 
 

Class of 2011 

Steve Bowers 

Linda Butler 

Andy Culbreath 

Mike Dunnavant 

Susan Harris 

John Kendall 
 

OUR VISION 

First Presbyterian Church is called to be a 

faithful and inclusive congregation which 

enthusiastically glorifies God in our wor-

ship, education, nurture and service 

through the love and grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
 

If you have an article for the newsletter, please 

send it to Nelda Rhodes, Church Secretary at:  

fpcnelda@eplus.net.  Articles will be used as 

space permits and may be edited for length. 

Lectionary Readings for March 2010  

 

March 7 ~ Isaiah 55:1 -9;  Psalm 63:1 -8; I Corinthians 10:1 -13;  

      Luke 13:1 -9 

 

March 14 ~ Joshua 5:9 -12; Psalm 32; II Corinthians  5:16 -21;  

         Luke 15:1 -3, 11b-32 

 

March 21 ~ Isaiah 43:16 -21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:4b -14;  

        John 12:1-8 

 

March 28 ~ Luke 19:28 -40; Psalm 118:1 -2, 19-29; Isaiah 50:4 -9a; 

        Psalm 31:9 -16; Philippians 2:5 -11; Luke 22:14 -23:56; 

        or Luke 23:1 -49 

 

Menôs RetreatðApril 30   
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Attention all men of First Presbyterian Church! 

It is time to make your reservations for our 2010 Menôs Retreat, to be held April 30 and 

May 1 at Pickwick Landing State Park and Inn.  Pickwick Landing State Park Inn and 

Conference Center was one of only four meeting sites in Tennessee recognized with a 2009 

ConventionSouth Readersô Choice Award.  The lake and river offer excellent fishing, boat-

ing, swimming and a marina.  We will be staying in the Inn, which overlooks Pickwick 

Lake.  All 119 rooms have a view of the lake. The Inn has a gift shop, restaurant, laundry, 

meeting rooms, exercise rooms, and outdoor and indoor pool and tennis courts. Wireless 

internet access is available throughout the inn.  There is also a beautiful and challenging 

golf course. The park contains 1,400 acres of forested hills and hollows.  There is a 2.8 mile 

trail to explore and enjoy the wildlife and plant life around the lake. 

Just like last year, our primary focus will be on eating, fellowship, and participating in 

whatever other activities you choose to do!  You can arrive at a time of your choosing be-

fore dinner on Friday, and leave at a time of your choosing after breakfast on Saturday. 

We have reserved 15 rooms at a cost of $93.89 (this includes tax) per room.  Each room has 

2 queen beds, and you may choose to room alone ($93.89) or to have a roommate of your 

choice ( $47.00 each).  We have only reserved 15 rooms, so call the church office to re-

serve your room as quickly as possible.  The Inn is usually booked a year in advance, so we 

probably will not be able to reserve more rooms.  Reservation deadline is March 15, but 

call now! 

The Menôs Retreat was a great experience last year ï make your reservations now to  

participate this year!  Look for more info in the near future, and call John White if you have 

questions. 

 

 



RIFA SNACK BACK PACK  

School started back in August, and so did 

the need for Snack Backpacks.  What is 

the Snack Backpack Program?  RIFA 

provides backpacks of food on Fridays 

during the school year to those children 

who have very little to eat on the week-

ends. These children are very often en-

rolled in the free-lunch/free breakfast 

program and would go hungry during the 

weekendðwithout donations from gener-

ous donors and the RIFA program.  There 

are 252 children at 9 local elementary 

schools who no longer lack for food on 

weekends, thanks to this program.  Sug-

gested items: Cereal Bars, 100% Fruit 

Juice Drinks (individual pkg), Peanut 

Butter & Crackers, Cheese & Crackers, 

Raisins, Microwave Popcorn,  Chili Mac 

Cups, Canned pasta meals, Canned 

peaches/pears, peanuts. 

SOUP KITCHEN:  Plastic spoons,  

Plastic forks, Commercial mop heads, 

powdered coffee creamer, fresh onions, 

spaghetti sauce, spaghetti noodles, large 

cans of green beans, large cans of corn, 

large cans of sweet peas. 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS:  Canned 

Veggies/Meats/Fruits; Peanut Butter and 

Jelly; Mac & Cheese, Spaghetti Sauce, 

Pre-sweetened powdered drinks; Pork & 

Beans; Instant Potatoes 

 

HOSPITAL COOKIES   

A new program has begun called 

ñHospital Cookiesò.  Four (4) dozen 

cookies will be provided once a month to 

the hospital to two nurses stations along 

with a letter offering prayer, encourage-

ment and appreciation from First Presby-

terian Church.  If you would like to sign 

up to help make cookies, please check out 

the Service Opportunity Board. 

 

 
 

In His Service 

There are always plenty of opportunities 

for you and your family to serve God. 

Service is an important part of Christian 

discipleship. Help someone in need and 

experience a greater sense of purpose. 

Please participate in one or more of 

these events.  

OPEN ARM 

Area Relief Ministryôs OPEN ARM day 

shelter for homeless men is in need of 

volunteers Monday-Friday from 8-11 

am. Also, if anyone has any special 

skills or wants to lead some sort of class, 

they would love it !  
 

Please call ARM at 423-9257 if you can 

help. 

OPEN ARM currently needs soap,  

towels, toiletries, and powdered laundry 

detergent. 
 

RIFA ORGANIZATION  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

Please continue to keep the Soup 

Kitchen and Snack Back Pack in your 

thoughts and prayers.  Also, please keep 

the following items in mind as you do 

your shopping.  The need is great! 

Serving Large Numbers! Thank you 

for your generosity. 
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Itôs Pay-Back Time! 

The freedoms which all of us enjoy each day are not FREE.  Some have given their all and  

others have been seriously injured while on duty. 

You may help with the rehabilitation of injured veterans by joining with us at ñSew Much  

Comfortò (Helping Hands) on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month, from 9:30 AM until 

Noon, in the Dining Hall of FPC.  We reconstruct garments with Velcro closures to make them more accessible for use with bandages, 

casts and prostheses.  You donôt need to know how to sew ð there are jobs for all!  Not only can we use your hands, but we can use 

your financial support.  You can make a donation to FPC, marked ñSew Much Comfortò or 

ñHelping Handsò for use for supplies and shipping. 

 

THREADS OF LOVE:  Threads of Love meets on the second Tuesday of each month in the 

Dining Hall of FPC from 9 AM until Noon, making burial gowns, hats, booties, and blankets for 

the little ones who have gone on to be with the angels.  Here, again, there are jobs for all.  Come 

and help us heal broken hearts with love and caring.  Financial support is always welcome and 

needed for this ministry as well. 

ñfor I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me something 

to drink, I was a stranger and you wel-

comed me,ò  Matt 25:35  

ñService Opportunities Boardò 

A new bulletin board is now available 

in the Dining Hall for posting service 

opportunities.  This will be a wonder-

ful resource to inform the church of 

opportunities for service and current 

needs both within the church and the 

community. Please check it out and 

sign up!  



Page 4            FIRST PRESS  

Presbyterian Women                                  

 

 

 

 

PW JOYðMissions Day 

Presbyterian Womenôs Mission Day pro-

gram as part of our churchôs ministry to the 

community was January 25, 2010. This was 

the day sewing 100 newborn layettes began, 

food prepared for our shut-ins, volunteers, 

and church staff, and cancelled postage 

stamps were prepared for sending to our 

mission in Florida. 

The following women participated: 

Marilynn Ames, Henrietta McCutcheon, 

Margaret Hewitt, Penny Kendall, Patty  

Lawrence, Joyce LaFont (St. Maryôs), Nora 

Alexander, Sandra Lawson, Anne  

Dellastatious, Polly Pledger, Ellen Henry, 

Lui Pauley, Kathy House, Ginger Fiorvanti, 

Dot Holt, Dolly Mathis, Marge Stumpen-

horst, Sherry Taylor, Jeanette Hendricks, 

Jean Winterbottom, and Brenda DePriest. 

Margaret Hewitt spent the last year purchas-

ing yard goods, onesies, and socks, cutting 

fabric, recruiting sewing machine operators, 

recruiting knitters for hats, and assembling 

and delivering 33 sets to Regional Hospital 

and 67 to Jackson General. THANK YOU, 

MARGARET. 

Sandra Lawson and Anne Dellastatious pre-

pared soup, Susan Boutwell shopped for 

meal supplies and prepared sandwiches 

along with Lui Pauley, and Kathy House 

did a masterful job of coordinating  

delivery of meals to our shut-ins. Ginger 

Fiorvanti and a host of ladies trimmed 

postage stamps. 

Some sewing was finished at home and 

final delivery was February 12. 

This annual mission project day was a 

special time of fellowship and joy. Thank 

you, Lord. 

 

 

PW Calendar: 

CT Meeting:  March 1 at 9 AM 

Circle Meetings:  March 8,  2010 

Monday, March 8 at 10:00 AM: 

Abigail  at the home of Lui Pauley 

Baara at the home of Susan Boutwell 

Monday, March 8 at 7:00 PM: 

Deborah at the home of Polly Pledger 

Esther at the home of Vivian Pauley 

Service Projects: 

Desserts for Soup Kitchen 

March 1, 2010ðEsther 

April 1, 2010ðAbigail 

 

Church Without Walls Ministry  

March 21, 2010ðAbigail 

Watch for more info on Presbytery 

Spring Gathering to be held at  

Germantown in April! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POTTED MEMORIAL EASTER LILIES  will be used to decorate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday.  You 

may contribute to the fund between now and the deadline, which is Wednesday, March 31.  Please make 

your check payable to FPC with ñMemorial Liliesò on the memo line.  You may use the form below  

indicating the name(s) being remembered/honored as well as the contributor as you would like them to be 

listed.  Names will be listed in the Easter bulletin on April 4, 2010.  (Other forms can be found in your Sunday bulletin). 

 

 

Memorial Easter Lilies  

NURSERY HELPERS  

FOR MARCH  

March 7ðMargaret Burke 

March 14ðVivian Pauley 

March 21ðJessica Donnell 

March 28ðMarilynn Ames 

Time changes 

March 14! 

Spring Forward!  

In Memory Of:  

 

In Honor Of:  

 

Given By: 
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Membership Corner                                  

Righteous Reading Roundtable     
RIGHTEOUS READING ROUNDTABLE:   If you are interested in reading and discussing books or 

stories with Christian overtones or themes, please consider the Righteous Reading Roundtable at First 

Presbyterian Church.  We meet monthly in the parlor of Memorial Hall on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 4 PM.   If 

you have questions, please contact Julia Kipp (668-8825).  See schedule below:  

March 24 4:00 PM  The Long Loneliness by Dorothy Day 

April 28   4:00 PM  The Secret Holocaust Diaries: The Untold Story of Nonna Bannister  

    by Denise George, Nonna Bannister, and Carolyn Tomlin  

Please join us on March 24th in the parlor of Memorial Hall for a discussion of The Long Loneliness, autobiography by Dorothy Day, 

legendary Catholic Social Activist and founder of the Catholic Worker Movement. She worked tirelessly for peace, nonviolence, racial 

justice and to meet the needs of the poor and outcasts of society.  She became an inspiration to Thomas Merton, Cesar Chavez and 

many others. This is a fascinating personal history of courage and commitment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE  

TO BECOME PART OF THE 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH FAMILY  

PLEASE CONTACT  

CEIL COWLES OR  

JOHN WHITE  

AT CHURCH OFFICE  

 422-1591 

�³�,�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W�����Z�H���Z�K�R���D�U�H���P�D�Q�\���I�R�U�P���R�Q�H���E�R�G�\�����D�Q�G��
�H�D�F�K���P�H�P�E�H�U���E�H�O�R�Q�J�V���W�R���D�O�O���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U�V���´ 

Romans 12:5  

Chris and Susie Alexander 
joined February 7, 2010 

by Reaffirmation of Faith 

12 Whitsitt Park 

Jackson, TN  38301 

731-422-6200 

jaxmovie@bellsouth.net 

susietiller@bellsouth.net 

Chris is owner/manager of  

Blockbuster Video and 

owner/partner of  

Moeôs Southwest Grill;   

Susie is an Accountant. 

John and Susan Anderson 
joined February 28, 2010 

by Reaffirmation of Faith 

675 Johnôs Lane 

Toone, TN  38381 

731-658-3504 

jva1934@hughes.net  

 

Change your Clocks 
Daylight Savings Time  

begins Sunday, March 14 
Spring Forward!!  


