
In the Feasting on the Word 

devotional book, Patricia De 

Jong says it beautifully:  ñThe 

coming of Advent jolts the 

church out of Ordinary Time 

with the invasive news that itôs 

time to think about fresh  

possibilities for deliverance 

and human wholeness.ò   

When was the last time you 

were ñjoltedò in church?  We 

tend to prefer comfortable 

pews and familiar routines 

when we come to church, and 

yet sometimes a good jolt is 

exactly what we need!  When 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, 

his birth sent a shock wave 

throughout creation that is still 

being felt, and Advent is the 

perfect time to recognize the 

presence of those holy tremors! 

Jesus the Messiah is all about 

shaking things up; all about 

transformation.  When He 

came to Bethlehem 2,000 years 

ago, He transformed the  

perception of what a Messiah 

was all about.  When He comes 

to us today in the person of the 

Holy Spirit, he transforms who 

we are and how we relate to 

one another and the world 

around us.  And when He 

comes in the future, He will 

bring in the Kingdom of God 

in all its fullness, and thus 

transform all of creation.   

Christianity is not a passive 

faith, and as we begin a new 

church year with the Season of 

Advent, I would invite you to 

be jolted!  Be jolted out of 

your complacency and come 

to worship and Sunday 

School!  Be jolted out of your 

secular focus, and focus  

instead on the living presence 

of Jesus Christ!  Be jolted into 

a new awareness of the need 

we all have to pray!  Be jolted 

out of old routines, and into an 

alertness of fresh possibilities 

for service and witness in your 

life!   

May the good news of Advent 

past, present, and future stir 

you to a transforming aware-

ness of Godôs great love for 

you ï and Godôs great plans 

for you! 

ñHe who was seated on the 

throne said, ñBehold! I make 

everything new!ò (Rev. 21:5) 
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December 2011 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new."   

Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." 

Scripture of the Month ñ  Revelation 21:5  (NRSV) 

Special points of interest:  

¶ Room in the InnðDec 4 & 24th 

¶ Soup KitchenðDecember 5ð10 

¶ TuesdaysðAdvent Noon Services 

¶ PW Cookie SwapðDecember 5 @ 10 AM 

¶ Salvation Army Bell Ringing-Dec 10 @ 9 AM 

¶ Happy B-day Jesus PartyðDec 10 @ 11 AM 

¶ Swaim SS Party-Dec 10 @ 11:30  AM 

¶ Meals on Wheelsï Dec 23 @ 9 AM 

¶ Advent CantataðDec 11 

¶ Session MeetingðDec 11 

¶ Childrenôs Christmas Prog.ðDec 14 @ 6 PM 

¶ Parentôs Day OutðDec 17 @ 9 AM 

¶ Christmas CarolingðDec 18 @ 4:30 PM 

¶ Christmas Eve ServicesðDec 24 @ 5 & 11 PM 
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SESSION 

Class of 2011     Class of 2013 
Steve Bowers     Tammy Buchanan 

Linda Butler     Nelda Evans 

Andy Culbreath     Jennifer Flanagan 

Mike Dunnavant     Bob Herndon 

Susan Harris     Jerry Kizer 

John Kendall     Steve Lawson 
 

Class of 2012 

Harbert Alexander, Sr. 

David Greene 

Bruce Herron 

Carol Sue Keathley 

Ted Showalter 

Gay Walker 
 

OUR VISION 

First Presbyterian Church is called to be a 

faithful and inclusive congregation which 

enthusiastically glorifies God in our  

worship, education, nurture and service 

through the love and grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
 

If you have an article for the newsletter, please 

send it to Nelda Rhodes, Church Secretary at:  

fpcnelda@eplus.net.  Articles will be used as 

space permits and may be edited for length. 

Lectionary Readings for December 2011  

 

December 4 ~   Isaiah 40:1 -11; Pslam 85:1 -2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8 -15a; 

                             Mark 1:1 -8 

December 11 ~ Isaiah 61:1 -4, 8-11; Psalm 126; Luke 1:46b -55;  

                             1 Thessalonians 5:16 -24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

December 18 ~  2 Samuel 7:1 -11, 16; Luke 1:46b -55;  

                              Psalm 89:1 -4, 19-26; Romans 16:25 -27; uke 1:26 -38 

December 25 ~  Isaiah 52:7 -10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1 -12; 

                              John 1:1-14 

 

Praying in Concertð2011 
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The Discipleship Committee would like to encourage the congregation to continue to Pray in 

Concert during 2011.  Each month a prayer will be printed in the newsletter and distributed to 

the Sunday School Classes. 

The Committee would like to encourage: 

 You to personally add this prayer to your normal prayer life; and 

 each Sunday School Class to open or close with the prayer. 

 

December 2011 Prayer:   

Eternal God, this joyful day 

Eternal God, this joyful day is radiant with the brilliance of your one true light. May that light 

illuminate our hearts and shine in our words and deeds. May the hope, the peace, the joy, and 

the love represented by the birth in Bethlehem fill our lives and become part of all that we say 

and do. May we share the divine life of your son Jesus Christ, even as he humbled himself to 

share our humanity. Bless us in your abundance and let us be thankful for the true, eternal 

Christmas gift, your Son. Amen. 

                                                                      ~~~Unknown~~~ 

 

Praying with our Presbytery  

We experience unity in the Spirit as we pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ in this  

Presbytery and around the world.   

In December please pray for the following: 

First, Adamsville and Anderson, Jackson; Advent Cordova and Advent, Arlington; 

Balmoral, Memphis and Bethel, Memphis; Bethel Springs and Bethesda, Selmer 

 

DID YOU KNOW that some of the money this church gives to the Presbytery of the Mid-

South was used by the Presbyterian Church (USA) to open more mission fields than any other 

denomination? 

 

 

 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

Please continue to keep the Soup Kitchen 

and Snack Back Pack in your thoughts 

and prayers.  Also, please keep the  

following items in mind as you do your 

shopping.  The need is great! Serving 

Large Numbers! Thank you for your 

generosity. 

RIFA SNACK BACK PACK  

School is back in session and the need for 

Snack Backpacks continues.  What is the 

Snack Backpack Program?  RIFA  

provides backpacks of food on Fridays 

during the school year to those children 

who have very little to eat on the week-

ends. These children are very often  

enrolled in the free-lunch/free breakfast 

program and would go hungry during the 

weekendðwithout donations from gener-

ous donors and the RIFA program.   

Suggested items: Cereal Bars, 100% 

Fruit Juice Drinks (individual pkg),  

Peanut Butter & Crackers, Cheese & 

Crackers, Raisins, Microwave Popcorn,  

Chili Mac Cups, Canned pasta meals, 

Canned peaches/pears, peanuts. 

SOUP KITCHEN:  Plastic spoons,  

Plastic forks, Commercial mop heads, 

powdered coffee creamer, fresh onions, 

spaghetti sauce, spaghetti noodles, large 

cans of green beans, large cans of corn, 

large cans of sweet peas. 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS:  Canned 

Veggies/Meats/Fruits; Peanut Butter and 

Jelly; Mac & Cheese, Spaghetti Sauce, 

Pre-sweetened powdered drinks; Pork & 

Beans; Instant Potatoes 

MEALS ON WHEELS needs more  

drivers.  They need one driver on 

Wednesdays and three on Fridays.  If you 

would like to volunteer, please call the 

Church Office. 

ROOM IN THE INN:  Room in the Inn 

is an emergency winter shelter program 

for the homeless, in which several area 

churches participate, including First Pres-

byterian.  Last year more than 5,500 beds 

and 13,000 meals were provided by the 

participating churches.  First Presbyterian 

is participating in this ministry again this 

year. 

In His Service 

There are always plenty of opportunities 

for you and your family to serve God. 

Service is an important part of Christian 

discipleship. Help someone in need and 

experience a greater sense of purpose. 

Please participate in one or more of  

these events.  

Open ARM 

Area Relief Ministryôs OPEN ARM day 

shelter for homeless men is in need of 

volunteers Monday-Friday from 8-11 

am. Also, if anyone has any special 

skills or wants to lead some sort of class, 

they would love it !  
 

Please call ARM at 423-9257 if you can 

help. 

Open ARM Current Needs: 

- Laundry Detergent 

- Paper Towels 

- Socks and Underwear 

- Snack Bags 

- Toilet Paper 

- Hygiene Items 

RIFA ORGANIZATION 
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 Meals on WheelsðDecember 23                                      

This year we will be delivering meals on the day before Christmas Eve.   

On Friday, December 23 at 9:00 AM our Congregation will deliver meals for "Meals 

on Wheels" to approximately 100 local people who are unable to afford and/or obtain 

food on a regular basis. You can participate by helping to purchase and/or deliver these 

meals. Meals are $6 each and include a complete turkey dinner.  Delivery takes about 1.5-2 hours per route. A Sign up sheet is in the 

Dining/Fellowship Hall. This is a wonderful opportunity for families to share the Christmas Spirit and to make service a priority in 

your Christian journey. If you have questions, please contact John Kendall at 668-4765.   

 

To purchase meals, simply fill out a check for the number of meals you wish to sponsor, marking "Meals on Wheels" on the memo 

line of your check and turn it into the church office or drop it in the offering plate on Sunday. 

ñfor I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me something 

to drink, I was a stranger and you wel-

comed me,ò  Matt 25:35  

ñService Opportunities Boardò 

A bulletin board is available in the 

Dining Hall for posting service oppor-

tunities.  This is a wonderful resource 

to inform the church of opportunities 

for service and current needs both 

within the church and the community. 

Please check it out and sign up!  

 

Our K-5th grade Sunday School children are sponsoring our Mitten, Hat and Scarf Tree during the Advent  

Season.  Please bring new mittens/gloves, hats and/or scarves and place them on the Christmas tree in the  

Fellowship Hall.  They will be given to the Dream Center.  Thank You! 
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Presbyterian Women                                           

SERVICE PROJECTS:   

Desserts for Soup Kitchen (RIFA) 

(cakes for 150) 

Dec 1ðEsther 

Jan 3ðAbigail 

Feb 1ðBaara 

Church Without Walls Ministry  

(fruit for 60) 

Dec 18ðClaudia 

Jan 15ðDeborah 

Feb 19ðEsther 

PW NEWS: 

Cookie SwapðOur Annual Cookie Swap 

will be held in the Dining Hall at the church 

on December 5 at 10 AM.  Come and enjoy 

the singing of our Playschool children after 

we swap our cookies and fill tins for our 

Friends at Home.  Please bring 5 dozen 

cookies and, if possible, plan to help deliver 

cookie tins afterwards. 

Mission Workshop NewsðSave Cancelled 

Stamps from Christmas Cards and other 

mail for PW to collect to raise funds for the 

Duvall Presbyterian Home.  Please do not 

PW Calendar: 

NO CT Meeting in December. 

Monday, December 5 at 10 AM 

Annual Cookie Swap 

Monday, December 12 

Circle Meetings 

Abigailð11 AM meeting and luncheon 

with Patty Lawrence, 51 Tall Oaks Dr., 

422-2474 

Baarað10 AM meeting and pot-luck 

luncheon with Virginia Conger, 5 

90 Westmoreland Place, 427-2626 

Claudiað10 AM meeting with Eleanor 

Cahill, 108 Barrett Place, 664-9519 

Deborahð7 PM meeting and ornament 

exchange with Gail Marple,  

23 Finnwick Cove, 868-1750 

Estherð7 PM meeting and ornament 

exchange with Patty Smith, 73 Shady 

Lane, 668-3308 

 

 

 

 

The Congregational Care Committee is organizing a new ministry to assist those returning home after a hospital stay.  We 

would like to provide meals for up to two weeks.  This would not affect Sunday School classes or PW circles efforts, but might 

combine with them.  If you are interested in helping with this effort, or would just like more information, please call Gail 

Marple, 868-1750, or email:  gmarple@eplus.net . 

Food for Healing 

trim them, just leave on the envelope, 

and put in the collection box in the 

pantry off the kitchen.  PW will trim 

them at the Mission Workshop. 

Save plastic bags and place in bin 

in the Dining Hall for crocheting 

into ground mats for the homeless.  

Call Sherry Taylor (664-1010) for 

more information or crocheting  

instructions. 

Mark your calendarðthe date for 

the Mission Workshop has been 

changed from January 30 to  

February 27. 

NURSERY HELPERS  

FOR DECEMBER 

December 4ðTeresa Henson 

December 11ðMary Jane McWherter 

December 18ðLinda Butler 

December 25ðSherry Taylor 

January 2012 Events 

As has been announced, there will be no newsletter for January.   

These things and others will be announced via bulletins and emails. 

January 1ðJames Harris will preach. 

January 8ðInstallation of Officers and New Year Pot Luck Lunch 

January 11ðWednesday Dinners resume 

January 12-13ðAARP Drivers Course from 8 AMðNoon 

January 14ðAwakening at Pinecrest for Youth 

January 22ðBen Mathes from ROW will be here! 

mailto:gmarple@eplus.net
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Membership Corner                                

 

 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO BECOME PART OF THE 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH FAMILY  

PLEASE CONTACT 

CEIL COWLES OR  

JOHN WHITE 

AT CHURCH OFFICE 

 422-1591 

ñIn Christ, we who are many form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others.ò 

Romans 12:5  

Deliver Poinsettias! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

MATT THOMSON 

1015 Country Club Lane 

Jackson, TN 38305-8737 

668-0458 

matt.4008@gmail.com 

Joined November 20, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your help is needed by the Congregational Care Committee to deliver some Christmas joy to our 

members that we donôt get to see around the church very much.  On our last Wednesday Night, 

December 14th, the last dinner of this calendar year, Poinsettias will decorate the tables and be 

available for delivery to our Friends at Home.  Please consider making one of your Christmas 

activities this year taking a flower to someone who would enjoy a brief visit. 

 

WILLA MAE GREENE 

(David Greeneôs mother) 

420 Cheyenne Drive, Regency           

Apt. 155  

Jackson TN  38305 

731-300-0567   

Joined November 20, 2011        

 

THANK YOU! 

 

I would like to express my  

deepest thanks to all the loving 

people who have cared for me 

and loved me thorugh the  

roughest time.  You will never 

know how much your thoughts, 

prayers, and love have  

sustained me.   

God Bless You All! 

Lui Pauley 

Soup Kitchen WeekðDecember 5-10 
Volunteers are still needed for the Soup Kitchen at RIFA.  Sign up sheet is posted in the Dining Hall.  This is a great way 

to be of service to the community during the holiday season. Several spots are still open!  You can call the church office 

for available slots and to sign upðOR you can put your name on the sign up sheet when you are at the church! 

Still needed:  Friday, from 10:30 AMð1:00 PM (1); Saturday, from 10:30 AMð12:30 PM (1 or 2) 

Response has been great!  Thank you so much for your willingness to be of service in the community! 



planned it all.  It was so evident that they real-

ly care about Shannon, which really means a 

lot to me.  Being with the youth seems like a 

family; a family who cares about each other. 

And clearly they do.  I feel like a dad some-

times, and the youth are my adopted kids.  

Katie and Laura both want me to meet their 

boyfriends, and they say that I will like them.  

Being a family is what the Church was created 

to be.  And this is always challenging, but is 

also a blessing.  I pray and hope that the youth 

understand how important their group is.  The 

outside world will not always care about them 

or love them or accept them.  But within First 

   
  Youth Connection                                                                                                                                                    

Parents, 

It has been another great month with the 

youth at First Presbyterian. The last Sun-

day in October the youth threw Shannon 

a surprise birthday party.  It was amaz-

ing! The room was decorated, they had 

Twister out, and even had a Wii set up.  

And Kathelene attempted to bake a 

cookie cake (ask for pictures). They also 

got her gift cards to some of her favorite 

places. I knew about the party and was 

in charge of getting her to church with-

out suspecting anything, but the youth 
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Presbyterianôs youth they should find peace 

and rest and joy among each other because we 

are family, and a family offers warm love. 

Thank you for your continued support.  And 

thank you for your encouragement! It is defi-

nitely needed 

-Anthony Kirk 

Youth Intern 

 

 

 

Upcoming Youth Events 

 

  Financial Update 

FINANCIAL UPDATE ï   OCTOBER 2011 

   Actual  Budget  Actual 

   Year-to-date Pro-rated Last Year 

Contributions  $452,045  $522,135  $455,024 

Total Income  $535,854  $593,677  $539,269 

Total Expenses  $547,998  $593,677  $523,286 

 

YTD (Inc/(Deficit)               $ (12,144)              ð-                $   15,983 

 

AUDIT COMPLETED:  A complete audit of the churchôs financial records is done every year by a public accountant to evaluate the  

reliability of financial statements and the effectiveness of internal control procedures.  The audit for the year ended December 31, 2010 was 

completed and the results were presented to the Session at its November meeting.  In the auditorôs opinion, the churchôs records present fairly 

the financial position of the church 

For questions or more details on the financial report, contact Andy Culbreath (Finance Chair) at 394-9836, Carol Green (Treasurer) at  

664-9449, or Vicki Pope (Financial Secretary) at 422-1591. 

Deadline for February issue 

is  

January 20, 2012 

 
THERE WILL BE NO JANUARY NEWSLETTER!  

Pledges can now be paid  

using ACH bank drafts  

on a weekly or monthly basis.   

If you are interested,  

please contact Vicki Pope  

at 422-1591. 

SKI TRIP 

Feb 18-19, 2012 

Paoli Peaks Ski Resort 

Paoli, IN 

The plan is to leave early Saturday morning, 

ski in the afternoon and evening, spend the 

night and drive home on Sunday.  Ski and 

snow board rentals, ski clothes rentals and 

tubing all available.  $50 deposit due by 

January 15 to hold you a spot.   

Montreat Youth Conference 

July 8-14, 2012 -ñPerfectly Imperfectò 

 

Total fees for conference is $445.  $100 is 

due by December 15th.   Registration with 

Montreat is January 16, 2012.  Lodging at 

Howerton Dorm and all meals are includ-

ed.   For a couple of hours on our free after-

noon we will work with the Asheville Youth 

Mission Group doing one of the following: 

Playing with special needs childen at Irene 

Wortham Center; creating Manna Packs of 

food for children who are hungry; building a 

Prayer Knoll for Veterans Restoration  

Quarters;  painting a mural at Steadfast 

House for Women and Children. 

 

There is a $12 program fee to participate. 



Members of First Presbyterian Church will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  We will be at both doors 

of WalMart North on Saturday, December 10 from 9:00 AM until 5:00 PM.  There is a sign-up sheet in the Dining Hall.  

Please sign up to ring the bells to help the Salvation Army. 

Happy Birthday!   

Ring Bells for Salvation ArmyðDecember 10 

Birthday blessings to the following members who celebrate their special day this month! 

12/02  Ray Tanner 

12/03  Blair McElroy 

  Graylynn Richardson 

12/04  Scherry Priddy 

12/05  Ken Keim 

12/06  John Anderson 

  Elizabeth Brown 

  Gioia Carp 

12/07  Jennifer Flanagan 

  Carl Vesper 

12/08  Julia Austin 

  Alex Jones 

  Lauren Lovelace 

12/09  Baker Rasbach 

12/10  Sharon Herndon 

12/11  Nancy McClune 

12/12  Sheree Payne 

12/13  Tammy Buchanan 

12/14  Rachel Hopkins 

12/15  Rick Dacus 

  Tom Strawn 

   

12/16  Ellen Henry 

  Aly Jones 

12/17  Ava Cox 

  Mo Pledger 

12/18  Lucy Taylor 

  Don Thomson 

12/19  James Taylor 

12/21  Steve Bowers 

  Alex Harris 

  Jill Smith 

  Kay Weaver 

12/22  Nancy McAfee 

  Gary Williams 

12/23  Mark Anderson 

12/24  Tracy Rasbach 

12/25  Perpetue Bariyanga 

12/27  Patrick Flanagan 

  Robert Mathis 

  Martha Stockard 

12/29  Annie Jones 

  Emily Smith 

12/30  Hays McPherson 

Please let the church office know your birthday and anniversary!  If your December birthday or anniversary is not listed, we donôt have 

it on record in the church office. We donôt wish to miss anyone and would appreciate you calling the office (422-1591). 
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12/08  Lynn and Jimmy East 

12/18  Susannah and John White 

12/20  Anne and Bill Dellastatious 

12/21  Kay and Don Thomson 

12/28  Sharon and James Hill 

12/28  Kathy and Nick House 

12/30  Sylvia and Ted Showalter 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Happy Anniversary!  

The Christian Education Committee would like to invite you to a New Yearôs Pot Luck Meal 

on Sunday, January 8 after Sunday School.  This will be a time of fellowship and a time to 

visit with friends that you may have missed seeing over the holidays.  Please make plans to 

join members of the congregation and bring your favorite dish. 

New Yearôs Pot LuckðJanuary 8, 2012 

THANK YOU!  Words cannot adequately 

express my gratitude for the continuing love 

and encouragement I have received from this 

church family in recent months.  You are the 

greatest!!  And a special thanks to John White 

and Bob Henry for their visits and prayers.  

Wishing grace and peace for all of you! 

  - Ginger Fiorvanti 



NURSING HOMES  
 

Maplewood 

Cynthia Spaulding 
 

Humboldt Manor Nursing Center 

Ken Spaulding 

Bells Nursing Home 

Sue Barton Williams 

Regency Retirement Village  

Willa Mae Greene 

CONTINUING PRAYER  
CONCERNS  

Scott Haff 

Butch Evans 

Elizabeth and Billy Band & family 

Kim Nguyen 

Micah Varughese 

Walt & Jean Winterbottom 

Bill Hendricks 

Lui Pauley 

Mac Thomson 

Allison East 

Margaret Suttle 

Carlton Harris 

Emy Powell 

Bill Sipes 

Tom Blackmon 

Lydia Haff 

Sydney Spence 

Thomas Gordon 

Gene Canestrari 

Ike Lassiter 

Cory Sheets 

Taylor Coop 

Courtney Davock 

Wanda Joan Morgan 

Bonnie & Jimmie Gordon 

Jim Thompson 

Dillon Tull 

Family of Emma White 

Florence Bridgesô sister-in-law 

Brian Cox 

Gina Mullins Hauenstein 

Jean Measells 

Charles Parliment 

Linda McGee Thrasher 

Randy Harris 

Samuel (Mac) Bridges and family 

Jordan Herron 

Jon Taylor 

Bessie Priddy 

Kenedie Kreutzer 

Florence Bridges 

Jennie Cooper 

Mrs. Crossett (Tim Crossettôs mother) 

Mary Keen 

Ann Kelly 

Our men and women in the military 

Clay Bridges (in Afghanistan) 

 

Bridges, Daniel 

Sabalu-Harrison LOD/DRB 

BAF 

APO. AE 09354 
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Prayer Concerns 

PRAYER PROGRAM  

Each week we randomly select individuals or families for whom we encourage everyone  

to pray. During the coming weeks, please pray for:  

Dec 4ðQuang & Kim Nguyen; Mike, Cathy, Ben and Bethany McGregor; Virginia Conger 

Dec 11ðDavid & Nancy McClune; Mike, Mary Jane, Walker & Bess McWherter; Jennie and Andrew Cooper 

Dec 18ðClay, Lou Ann, Brooks and Banks Mayo; Jay & Tawnya Moore, Dillon, Jonathan & Abbey; Rick and Becky Dacus 

Dec 25ðMike, Kim, Ben, Will and Katie Dunnavant; Margaret Falls; Tillie Gilliam 

Please minister through prayer, cards, calls and visits. 

           FIRST PRESS  

IN CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY   

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to family and friends of  Evelyn Fortune, who died on  

October 28, 2011; to family and friends of Ray Gardner, who died November 21, 2011; to Ernie Wilson  

and family upon the recent death of his brother, Walter John Wilson; and to Nancy Strawn and family upon  

the recent death of her cousin, Charlie Palmer. 

NEW PRAYER LIST POLICY:  We will be 

glad to keep anyone on the list as long as need-

ed.  However, due to the ever expanding list, 

and a lack of information about current needs, 

we will begin dropping names after 8 weeks, 

unless we hear updates and the need to keep 

them on the list. 

Thank You! 

On behalf of Day by Day and the 

brain injured of West TN, thank you 

so much for your support for the 

fundraising event at  

Rita Randolphôs! 

Barbara and Barry Fowler 

 

Letôs meet  
at my house Sunday  

before the game!  

-God 



DECEMBER  2011 

At the November 13, 2011 Stated Meeting, the 

Session conducted its normal business and re-

ceived committee reports.  The Session: 

ß Heard a positive report from the auditor 
that FPC Jacksonôs financial statements for 

the year ending December 31, 2010 are in 

good standing. 

ß Discussed the increases in Sunday School 
attendance since changing to the new 

schedule. 

ß Heard a report about the congregationôs 
good response to the new prayer ministry 

organized by the Congregational Care  

committee. 

Page 11 

Cornerstone Group  - Friday, December 2 

THE NEXT ACTIVITY FOR THE CORNERSTONE GROUP will be attending together The Jackson Symphonyôs  

CHRISTMAS GIFT TO THE COMMUNITY on Friday, December 2nd at First Baptist Church at 12 noon.  We will meet in 

the dining hall of First Presbyterian at 11:30 am and walk over to First Baptist.  In case of inclement weather or someone  

needing assistance, we will work out shuttling.  Eat a bite before you join us; but not too much, because after the concert, we 

will gather again in the dining hall for some Christmas goodies and fellowship.  Get your holiday season off to a great start with 

this beautiful musical telling of the Christmas Story.  Jordan Tang will lead the Jackson Symphony chamber orchestra and the 

Union University Singers in an inspiring concert.  Sign Up Sheet is in the Dining Hall, or call the church office and let us know 

you are coming!  PS:  We need a volunteer to drive the church bus in the event of inclement weather! 

Session Highlights 

ß Approved moving ahead with obtaining 
pricing estimates for new church sign-

age. 

ß Approved the Elder committee  

assignments for 2012. 

ß Approved nominees to the search  

committee for Playschool Director. 

ß Discussed the status of 2012 pledges 
received thus far and that pledges are 

being encouraged from members who 

have not yet pledged. 

ß Discussed the success of the Kirkin of 
the Tartanôs service and brunch and the 

upcoming Advent services. 

NEXT  

SESSION MEETING 

December 11, 2011 

at 6:30 PM  

Room in the Inn  

The Winter of 2011-12 programð 

 November 20 (Sun) Youth 

 December 4 (Sun) Swaim Class &  24 (Christmas Eve)  All Church! Volunteers Needed! 

 January 3 Fellowship Class (Tue) &  15 (Sun) Swaim Class 

 February 7  Faithfulness and Pastorôs Class (Tue) &  19 (Sun) Seekers Class 

 March 6 (Tue)  Mayo Class &  18 (Sun) Youth 

 April 10 (Tue)  Fellowship Class &  22 (Sun) Youth  

If you would like to volunteer, please let Nelda Evans know by phone, email or in person.   

Nelda Evans  neldaevans@charter.net  668-9487 

 

All members of the Session encourage  

questions or comments at any time. 

 

 

NO LIVING NATIVITY DRAMA THIS YEAR! 

Because of the shortage of staff to oversee and manage the Live nativity and some recently discovered problems 

with the set, the Live Nativity will not be held this year.  We are currently looking for another opportunity to bring 

everyone together in service to the community so stay tuned!  Maybe the Nativity will return next year! 
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The Childrenôs Corner 
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Guess Whoôs Coming to Bethlehem? is a heartfelt, fun, and moving Christmas musical.  The animals in the 

Bethlehem stable have been informed of the coming Messiah, but they arenôt quite sure who it will be. 

The lambs think it might be a lamb, the doves believe it will be a dove.  All of the other animals believe the 

baby will surely be like them.  Through easy-to-prepare and present songs and rhyming dialogue, they get 

their answer and the Christmas story is told in a fresh and creative way.  In this musical, young and old alike 

will be exposed to the ñsame ole storyò, in a fresh new way. 

This will be our final Wednesday night program for the 2011 year.  Plan to join us for dinner and stay for 

the childrenôs musical.  What a great way to begin your holiday festivities! 

If your child would like to participate, please bring them to B.L.A.S.T. on Wednesday nights! 

There are plenty of partsðlamb, mouse, dove,  

donkey, owl, cow, duck, goat, chicken, angels, 

chicks!  Everyone will have a great time! 

KIDS!  Come to the ñHappy Birthday Jesusò party on Saturday, 

December 10th at 11:00 AM at First Presbyterian Church! 

Cost:  A gift of food for our Childrenôs service projectðsnacks for 

the ñSnack Back Packò program.  Things like peanut butter crackers, 

cheese crackers, granola bars, cereal bars, canned spaghetti, etc.  

Santa Claus will appear for pictures with everyone!  We will have 

lunch, crafts, and much more!  Join us! 

If you have any questions feel free to contact me at  

fpcmarlie@eplus.net and donôt forget to follow us on Facebook 

under:  ñFirst Presbyterian Church Childrens Ministriesò. 

CHILDRENôS CHURCH:  Childrenôs Church is an opportunity for children ages four (4) 

to eight (8) to join their friends upstairs in the Education Building immediately after ñTime 

with Childrenò in the worship service.  We need volunteers to lead this program so if you 

are interested, please contact Marlie Richardson at fpcmarlie@eplus.net or 422-1591.  

There is also a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.  You do not have to be a parent to 

volunteer ï everyone is welcome!   We have a fun new curriculum!   

Check it out, and sign up! 

 

Hey kids Come have a B.L.A.S.T!  with us on Wednesday night!  

B.L.A.S.T ! (Bible Learning And Singing Together!)  

New Elementary program for children ages 4-5th grade.  

Children are divided into 2 age groups and  

take turns having music time with Ginna  

and Bible stories, crafts, and games with Marlie and Lauren. 

New Children's Choir Director-Ginna Cherry. 

New location-2nd floor Education Building. 

Guess Whoôs Coming to Bethlehem?   December 14th                               
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