
In 1980, John Travolta and 

Debra Winger starred in the 

film Urban Cowboy, and 

helped make famous the  

Johnny Lee lyrics below. 

ñI've spent a lifetime looking 

for you; single bars and good 

time lovers, were never true.  

Playing a fools game, hoping 

to win, telling those sweet lies 

and losing again. 

I was lookinô for love in all the 

wrong places, looking for love 

in too many faces, searching 

your eyes, looking for traces, 

of what.. I'm dreaming of... 

Hoping to find a friend and a 

lover, Iôll bless the day I  

discover another heart, lookin' 

for love.ò 

When you think about it, the 

words to that old Johnny Lee 

song are very sad.  They paint 

a picture of love as being  

elusive, and the one who is 

looking for love is portrayed as 

being unfulfilled.   

Obviously, Johnny Lee was 

not Presbyterian!  Presbyterian 

theology is firmly grounded in 

scripture, and scripture is quite 

clear about the fact that we are 

ALWAYS surrounded by the 

love of God.  We donôt have 

to go looking for it anywhere 

ï It is always around us and in 

us:  ñSee what love the Father 

has given us, that we should 

be called children of God.ò (1 

John 3:1). 

During this Valentineôs 

month, I challenge you to let 

the love of God, which has 

been given to you, be made 

visible in your words and  

actions.  Do something loving 

for a neighbor ï share the love 

of Christ with your church 

family ï be creative with your 

love, let it shine for the  

community and your family to 

see, and then tell me about it.   

 

 

Letôs help all those people 

who are out there lookin for 

love in all the wrong places 

find that love in us ï the love 

of Jesus Christ. 
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February 2012 

ñSee what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God;  

and so we are.ò 

Scripture of the Month ñ  1 John 3:1a 

Special points of interest:  

¶ Wedding Coffee-Jill Butler Feb. 4 @ 10 AM 

¶ ñSouperò Bowl LunchðFebruary 5 

¶ Room in the InnðFebruary 7 & 19 

¶ Parenting CPR ClassðFebruary 8 

¶ The Dixie KnittersðFebruary 9 & 23 

¶ Presbytery MeetingðFebruary 11 

¶ Confirmation Class beginsðFeb. 12 @ 4 PM 

¶ Session MeetingðFebruary 12 

¶ Youth Ski TripðFebruary 18 

¶ Menôs BreakfastðFebruary 19 

¶ Ash Wednesday ServiceðFebruary 22 

¶ First Sunday of LentðFebruary 26 

¶ PW Missions DayðFebruary 27 @ 9 AM 



F I R S T 

P R E S B Y T E R I A N 

1573 N. Highland Ave. 

Jackson, TN  38301-3454 

Phone:  (731) 422-1591 

                Fax:  (731) 427-2321 

                 www.fpcjacksontn.org   

STAFF 

John H. White, Pastor 
fpcjohn@eplus.net   

Robert F. Henry, Parish Associate 
fpcbob@eplus.net 

Dr. Ronald Boud, Organist 
ronboud@gmail.com 

Margaret Harrison, Director of Music 
fpcmargaret@eplus.net 

Ceil Cowles, Membership Coordinator 
fpcceil@eplus.net 

Marlie Richardson, Interim Director of 

Family and Childrenôs Ministries 
fpcmarlie@eplus.net 

Ginna Cherry, Director of Childrenôs Choir 
vcherry1@k12tn.net 

Anthony Kirk, Youth Intern 
a.kirk@aol.com 

Vicki Pope, Financial/Education Secretary 
fpcvicki@eplus.net 

Nelda Rhodes, Church Secretary 
fpcnelda@eplus.net 

Ernie Wilson, Facility Maintenance 
ewilson1@eplus.net 

Tamara Haynes, Housekeeper 

Penny McRee, Playschool Director 
pmcree@gmail.com 

Bruce Morgan, Groundskeeper 
 

SESSION 

Class of 2012          Class of 2013 
Harbert Alexander, Sr.    Tammy Buchanan 

David Greene          Nelda Evans 

Bruce Herron          Jennifer Flanagan 

Carol Sue Keathley          Bob Herndon 

Ted Showalter          Jerry Kizer 

Gay Walker          Steve Lawson 
 

Class of 2014 

Becky Anderson 

Jim Campbell 

Patrick Dollar 

James Harris 

Brad Isaacs 

Mo Pledger 
 

OUR VISION 

First Presbyterian Church is called to be a 

faithful and inclusive congregation which 

enthusiastically glorifies God in our  

worship, education, nurture and service 

through the love and grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
 

If you have an article for the newsletter, please 

send it to Nelda Rhodes, Church Secretary at:  

fpcnelda@eplus.net.  Articles will be used as 

space permits and may be edited for length. 

Lectionary Readings for February 2012  

February 5 ~   Isaiah 40:21 -31; Psalm 147:1 -11, 20c;  

                          1 Corinthians 9:16 -23; Mark 1:29 -39 

February 12 ~ 2 Kings 5:1 -14; Psalm 30; 1 Corinthians 9:24 -27; 

                           Mark 1:40 -45 

February 19 ~ 2 Kings 2:1 -12; Psalm 50:1 -6; 2 Corinthians 4:3 -6; 

                           Mark 1:40 -45 

Ash Wednesday ~ Joel 2:1 -2, 12-17; Isaiah 58:1 -12; Psalm 51:1 -17; 

                                   2 Corinthians 5:20b -6:10; Matthew 6:1 -6,16-21 

February 26 ~ Genesis 9:8 -17; Psalm 25:1 -10; 1 Peter 3:18 -22; 

                           Mark 1:9 -15 

Christian Love and Service 
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Once upon a time, there was a married couple named John and Mary.  John and Mary had the 

happiest, most honest and joyful marriage anyone had ever seen.  They served faithfully in 

their church and community, and lived for each other. For 35 years, their home radiated joy 

and love.  Then one day John went out to shovel snow off a neighborôs sidewalk.  And John 

suffered a fatal heart attack, and died on that sidewalk.  And the home that had been so vibrant 

with joy and love for so many years, grew silent.  

That could have been the end of the story, but it wasnôt, because a group of college kids from 

Maryôs church noticed Maryôs plight, and not only did they notice, they took action.  For the 

next year, they dropped by to visit Mary, bought her groceries, took care of her yard, main-

tained her car, and visited with her regularly.  In short, they cared for her.  They couldnôt take 

Johnôs place, but they enabled Mary to experience the love of God in Johnôs absence.  They 

couldnôt take away the pain of a broken heart, but they tempered it with their presence. 

ñWhoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be 

first must be your slaveð 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 

to give his life as a ransom for many.ò (Matthew 20:26-28). 

Itôs fairly easy to love one another on paper, or while sitting in a church pew.  It is quite  

another thing to show the love of God to someone who desperately needs to see it.  That kind 

of love takes work; it takes energy; it takes persistence; it takes planning; it takes money; it 

takes time.  It is hard. And yet, that is what we are called to do and who we are called to be.  In 

short, it is servanthood. 

How faithful are we in our servanthood?  The question can be asked of us as individuals and as 

a congregation.  And I think when the question is asked, we will all recognize the need for 

repentance.  The good news is that the future is wide open.  There are needy sheep all over the 

place.  From Johnôs 21st chapter: 

Jesus said, ñSimon son of John, do you love me?ò He answered, ñYes, Lord, you know that I 

love you.ò Jesus said, ñTake care of my sheep.ò  

We have lots of sheep to care for ï letôs get busy. 

       

          Happy Valentine½s Day! 
 



RIFA ORGANIZATION 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

Please continue to keep the Soup Kitchen 

and Snack Back Pack in your thoughts 

and prayers.  Also, please keep the  

following items in mind as you do your 

shopping.  The need is great! Serving 

Large Numbers! Thank you for your 

generosity. 

RIFA SNACK BACK PACK  

School is back in session and the need for 

Snack Backpacks continues.  What is the 

Snack Backpack Program?  RIFA  

provides backpacks of food on Fridays 

during the school year to those children 

who have very little to eat on the week-

ends. These children are very often  

enrolled in the free-lunch/free breakfast 

program and would go hungry during the 

weekendðwithout donations from gener-

ous donors and the RIFA program.   

Needed items: Instant Oatmeal, cheese 

crackers, microwave popcorn, fruit cups 

(in metal cans), Easy Mac, Canned soup. 

SOUP KITCHEN:  Plastic spoons,  

Plastic forks, Commercial mop heads, 

powdered coffee creamer, fresh onions, 

spaghetti sauce, spaghetti noodles, large 

cans of green beans, large cans of corn, 

large cans of sweet peas. 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS:  Canned 

Veggies/Meats/Fruits; Peanut Butter and 

Jelly; Mac & Cheese, Spaghetti Sauce, 

Pre-sweetened powdered drinks; Pork & 

Beans; Instant Potatoes 

MEALS ON WHEELS needs more  

drivers.  They need one driver on 

Wednesdays and three on Fridays.  If you 

would like to volunteer, please call the 

Church Office. 

ROOM IN THE INN:  Room in the Inn 

is an emergency winter shelter program 

for the homeless, in which several area 

churches participate, including First Pres-

byterian.  Last year more than 5,500 beds 

and 13,000 meals were provided by the 

participating churches.  First Presbyterian 

is participating in this ministry again this 

year. 

In His Service 

There are always plenty of opportunities 

for you and your family to serve God. 

Service is an important part of Christian 

discipleship. Help someone in need and 

experience a greater sense of purpose. 

Please participate in one or more of  

these events.  

Open ARM 

Area Relief Ministryôs OPEN ARM day 

shelter for homeless men is in need of 

volunteers Monday-Friday from 8-11 

am. Also, if anyone has any special 

skills or wants to lead some sort of class, 

they would love it !  
 

Please call ARM at 423-9257 if you can 

help. 

Open ARM Current Needs: 

- Laundry Detergent 

- Paper Towels 

- Socks and Underwear 

- Snack Bags 

- Toilet Paper 

- Hygiene Items 
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Sewing Ministries at First Presbyterian                                   

SEW MUCH COMFORTð1st and 3rd Mondays of each month 

Sew Much Comfort is a ministry sponsored by First Presbyterian which provides dignity garments for our wounded 

service personnel.  These garments are reconstructed using Velcro closures to make them more accessible for use with bandages, casts 

and protheses.  Sew Much Comfort meets in the Dining Hall of First Presbyerian Church on  the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month. 

THREADS OF LOVE  - 2nd Tuesday of each month 

Threads of Love is another ministry sponsored by First Presbyterian which provides free burial outfits for infants who do not survive 

at birth.  The packages include burial gowns, hats, booties, and blankets for the little ones who have gone on to be with the angels in 

heaven.  This outreach helps to heal broken hearts with love and caring.  We supply several hospitals in the area and the need is great. 

Both projects provide comfort during difficult situations.  Why not join us?  There is a job for everyone, including cutting, trimming, 

stitching, pressings, packaging, etc.  And, as always, your financial support of these ministries is greatly appreciated!! 

ñfor I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me something 

to drink, I was a stranger and you wel-

comed me,ò  Matt 25:35  

ñService Opportunities Boardò 

A bulletin board is available in the 

Dining Hall for posting service oppor-

tunities.  This is a wonderful resource 

to inform the church of opportunities 

for service and current needs both 

within the church and the community. 

Please check it out and sign up!  

    DATES FOR FEBRUARY: 

 

    Tuesday, February 7 

    Sunday, February 19 
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Presbyterian Women                                           

Service Projects: 

Dessert for Soup Kitchen (RIFA): 

(cakes for 150) 

Feb. 1ðBaara; March 1-Claudia 

Church Without Walls Ministry 

(fruit for 60) 

Feb. 19ðEsther; March 18ðAbigail 

 

PW NEWS! 

PW Mission Workshop ïFebruary 27 

9:00 AM in the Dining Hall 

All women are invited to participate in the 

Mission Workshop on Monday, February 

27 at 9 am in the Dining Hall.  We will be 

sewing and assembling layettes for indigent 

babies at the local hospitals, preparing a 

soup and sandwich lunch for our Friends at 

Home, trimming used postage stamps for 

fundraising at Duvall Presbyterian Home, 

and crocheting ground mats from plastic 

grocery bags for the homeless.   

 

 

PW Calendar: 

Monday, February 6 at 9:00 AM 

CT Meeting 

Monday, February 13 at 10 AM  

& 7 PM 

Circle Meetings 

Abigailðwith Liz Swaim at 230  

Liberty Claybrook Rd., 424-3021; meet 

at the church by 9:30 AM to carpool 

Baaraðwith Sharon Hill at  

28 Bruce St., 668-2015 

ClaudiaðCall Becky Anderson,  

554-3104 

Deborahðwith Kenedie Kreutzer, 861 

Ashport Rd., 664-9549 

Estherðmeet at the church 

Monday, February 27 at 9 AM 

Mission Workshop in Dining Hall 

 

 

February 17 and 18ðat Pinecrest! 

Chase away those winter blues!  Join the women of the Presbytery of the Mid-South as we spend some time together,  

reacquainting ourselves and making new friends! 

Chat, laugh, Try Yoga, Fumble through a Zumba Class, Create Arts and Crafts, Engage in Discussion, Take a Walk, Enjoy a 

Massageé.and Have a Load of Fun!! 

Prices start at $75, which includes meals, snacks, lodging, and activities 

Canôt be away for the night? Come for the day on Saturday ($30). 

Grab a bunch of your friends and join us! 

Register by email:  lucycummings@midsouthpresbytery.org or phone 901-878-1247 

REST AWHILEðA Retreat for Women 

There are lots of tasks to do for the 

jackets and blankets in the layettes ï 

ironing, folding, assembling, packag-

ing, and sewing.  Please bring your 

own sewing machine or serger if 

possible for those who plan to sew.  

The church does have a few machines 

available for use if you want to sew 

and canôt bring one. 

 

Everyone in the congregation can 

help by dropping off cancelled 

stamps (collection box in the kitchen 

pantry) and plastic grocery bags 

(collection box in back of dining 

hall).  Baby hats can be knitted ahead 

of time ï call Margaret Hewitt or 

Susan Boutwell for the instructions.  

We also welcome cash donations to 

help cover fabric expenses ï they can 

be sent to PW in care of the church or 

to Susan Boutwell, PW Treasurer.  

 

Join us for a morning of work and 

fellowship! 

Food for Healing 

The Congregational Care Committee is organizing a new ministry to assist those returning home after a hospital stay.  We 

would like to provide meals for up to two weeks.  This would not affect Sunday School classes or PW circles efforts, but 

might combine with them.  If you are interested in helping with this effort, or would just like more information, please call 

Gail Marple, 868-1750, or email:  gmarple@eplus.net . 

PW Missions DayðFebruary 27 at 9 AM! 

mailto:gmarple@eplus.net
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Membership Corner                                

  

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO BECOME PART OF THE FIRST 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

FAMILY PLEASE CONTACT 

CEIL COWLES OR JOHN WHITE 

AT CHURCH OFFICE 

 422-1591 

ñIn Christ, we who are many form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others.ò 

Romans 12:5  

SPRING GREAT BANQUET!    You are invited! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

John Ross 

married to Jezel Ross 

Joined January 29, 2012 

85 Castlegate Dr. 

Jackson, TN  38305 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPRING DATES:   Men ~ April 26-29, 2012    Women ~ May 3-6, 2012 

This weekend experience is for anyone who: 

1. wishes to strengthen their spiritual life; 

2. wants to have a better understanding of prayer, the sacraments, study, and Christian action; 

3. strives to live a Christian life that bears fruit for God; 

4. seeks to know Jesus as Lord and Saviour and to make Him known. 

 

Also, see our website for more information:   www.fpcjacksontn.org  

Did you know that more than 25 people from our congregation have attended the Great Banquet? 

If you are interested in attending or learning more about the Great Banquet, talk to John White, Bob Henry or Ceil Cowles. 

Vance and Julie Shoaf 

Finis Shoaf 

Joined January 29, 2012 

260 Old Humboldt Rd. 

Jackson, TN  38305 

506-3586 

THANKS!  Dear Friends, Thank you so 

much for the mittens, hats and scarves you 

gave to the ladies and children here at the 

Dream Center.  Your loving gift was greatly 

appreciated.  Your kindess helps keep our 

ministry alive!  God bless you! 

 -Gail Gustafson 

Nursery Volunteers Needed! 

We need one (1) "Nursery Volunteer" each Sunday during the worship service.  

If you would like to volunteer to be on rotation to do this a few times during the 

year, please email Nelda at fpcnelda@eplus.net or call Nelda at 731-422-1591.  If there are any dates that you CANNOT serve, 

mailto:fpcnelda@eplus.net


want them to understand that God had orches-

trated a great plan in order to show his great 

love for them.  And this is why I am here.  I 

will continue to share this great news with 

your teenager and help them realize that this 

story means so much in their life. 

It is a new year.  We have celebrated Christôs 

birth.  Now What?  We live like our Savior 

was really born!   

My hope for your teenager is that they will 

acknowledge that Jesus Christ cares for them 

deeply, accept this truth, and respond with a 

life honoring to God.  Thank you for your 

   
  Youth Connection                                                                                                                                                    

 Dear Parents, 

It is a new year and already February!  

December was a great month celebrating 

Godôs great plan to redeem his creation.  

The Wednesday before Christmas we 

got the youth together at my house to 

celebrate.  We had a wide variety of 

snacks, played some fun games, and 

filled the air with singing.  But the most 

important aspect was the Christmas Sto-

ry.  Shannon and I stood in front of your 

teenagers and told them the wonderful 

story of Mary, Joseph, and Jesus.  We 
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continued support and encouragement.  May 

God bless you again and again in 2012.  And 

may you accept those blessings with great joy. 

                                           -Anthony Kirk 

                                             youth intern 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Youth Events 

 

 ñSouperò BowlðFebruary 5, 2012 
 

Join the Youth Group in the Fellowship Hall immediately after Sunday School on Sunday, February 5th for the annual Souper Bowl  

Luncheon.  Bring your favorite pot of soup or dessert to share!  A sign up sheet is in the Dining Hall if you would like to contribute soup or 

desserts.  The Youth will serve lunch and collect donations for RIFA and ARM. 

Thousands of churches across the nation will be participating in similar events.  2012 is the 23rd year of this youth-led movement in the fight 

against hunger.  The nationôs biggest weekend of football has been transformed into the nationôs largest weekend of giving.   

Go to www.souperbowl.org for more information.   

Last year First Presbyterian Jackson raised $955.00.  Letôs see what we can do THIS year!! 

JOIN THE MOVEMENT THAT IS TRANSFORMING SUPER BOWL WEEKEND  

INTO THE NATIONôS LARGEST YOUTH-LED WEEKEND OF GIVING AND SERVING. 

 

Deadline for  

March issue is  

February 17, 2012 

SKI TRIP 

Feb 18-19, 2012 

Paoli Peaks Ski Resort 

Paoli, IN 

The plan is to leave early Saturday morning, 

ski in the afternoon and evening, spend the 

night and drive home on Sunday.  Ski and 

snow board rentals, ski clothes rentals and 

tubing all available.  $50 deposit due by 

January 15 to hold you a spot.   

Montreat Youth Conference 

July 8-14, 2012 -ñPerfectly Imperfectò 

 

Total fees for conference is $445.  $100 is 

due by December 15th.   Registration with 

Montreat is January 16, 2012.  Lodging at 

Howerton Dorm and all meals are includ-

ed.   For a couple of hours on our free after-

noon we will work with the Asheville Youth 

Mission Group doing one of the following: 

Playing with special needs childen at Irene 

Wortham Center; creating Manna Packs of 

food for children who are hungry; building a 

Prayer Knoll for Veterans Restoration  

Quarters;  painting a mural at Steadfast 

House for Women and Children. 

 

There is a $12 program fee to participate. 

PYC RETREAT AT PINECRESTðMARCH 2, 3, 4 

With this Water: a retreat about baptism 
Keynote: Rev. Terry Newland (Synod of Living Waters Executive) 

$98/personðSee Anthony for additional information. 



Happy Birthday!   

Birthday blessings to the following members who celebrate their special day this month! 

02/01  Ken Brasfield 

  David Greene 

02/02  Spencer Thomas 

02/04  Jimmy Payne 

02/05  Kathleen Huneycutt 

02/06  Joey Howell 

02/07  Crystal Climer 

02/08  Pam Bowers 

02/09  Joyce Elam 

  Jaxon Reynolds 

02/10  Nancy Halter 

02/11  Polly Hatch 

02/15  Steve Carls 

  Grant Presgrove 

  Darcy Puffer 

02/16  Frank Pennington 

   

02/18  Albert Alexander 

  Ana Taylor 

02/19  Callie Dollar 

02/20  Tom Blackmon 

  Jim Campbell 

  Catey Beth Donnell 

  Ben McGregor 

02/21  Charlie Crenshaw 

  Banks Mayo 

02/23  Jeannette Hendricks 

  David Ide 

02/24  Gordon White 

02/25  Amy Bruce 

02/26  Eleanor Cahill 

   

   

   

Please let the church office know your birthday and anniversary!  If your February birthday or anniversary is not listed, we donôt have it 

on record in the church office. We donôt wish to miss anyone and would appreciate you calling the office (422-1591). 
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02/09  Sandra and Ken Brasfield 

02/17  Jeannette and Bill Hendricks 

02/19  Becky and Rick Dacus 

02/26  Jill and Verner Smith 

02/27  Polly and Mo Pledger 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Happy Anniversary!  

Our regular schedule is dinner at 5:15 PM followed at 6:00 PM with BLAST, Youth Group, Small 

Group study, and our Parenting Class.  Join us for wonderful food, fellowship, fun and study.   

February 1ðProgram:  Small groups and Parenting Class 

Menu:  Apricot Chicken with wild rice, Mandarin Salad, Green Bean Casserole, and Banana Pud-

ding for dessert. 

February 8ðProgram:  Small groups and Parenting Class (CPR Class) 

Menu:  King Ranch Chicken, Garden Salad, Corn Casserole, and Strawberry Cake for dessert. 

February 15ðProgram:  Small groups and Parenting Class 

Menu:  Chicken Parmesan, Italian Salad, Normandy Vegetables, and Cherry Crisp for dessert. 

February 22ðProgram:  Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

Menu:  Chicken Divan, with broccoli and rice, French Country Salad, Squash Casserole, and Swiss Toffee Trifle for dessert. 

February 29ðProgram:  Small groups and Parenting Class 

Menu:  Stuffed Shells with Meat Sauce, Caesar Salad, Italian Spinach, and Mandarin Orange Pie for dessert. 

 

All meals include Bread, Beverages, and ñKids Foodsò.  Reservations required in church office by Monday at 4 PM (422-1591).  

 

 Cost: $6 for adults, including children over age 12, $4 for children ages 3-12, with an $18 max per family. 

Wednesdays at First @ 5:15 PM 



NURSING HOMES  
 

Maplewood 

Cynthia Spaulding 
 

Humboldt Manor Nursing Center 

Ken Spaulding 

Bells Nursing Home 

Sue Barton Williams 

Regency Retirement Village  

Willa Mae Greene 

CONTINUING PRAYER  
CONCERNS  

Scott Haff 

Butch Evans 

Elizabeth and Billy Band & family 

Kim Nguyen 

Micah Varughese 

Walt & Jean Winterbottom 

Bill Hendricks 

Mac Thomson 

Allison East 

Margaret Suttle 

Carlton Harris 

Emy Powell 

Bill Sipes 

Lydia Haff 

Sydney Spence 

Thomas Gordon 

Gene Canestrari 

Ike Lassiter 

Cory Sheets 

Taylor Coop 

Courtney Davock 

Wanda Joan Morgan 

Bonnie & Jimmie Gordon 

Jim Thompson 

Dillon Tull 

Family of Emma White 

Florence Bridgesô sister-in-law 

Gina Mullins Hauenstein 

Jean Measells 

Linda McGee Thrasher 

Randy Harris 

Samuel (Mac) Bridges and family 

Jordan Herron 

Bessie Priddy 

Florence Bridges 

Jennie Cooper 

Audrey Crossett 

Mary Keen 

Ann Kelly 

Helen Parrish 

Jean Caldwell 

Fred Toten 

Marcia Graves 

William Corey Jones 

Carl Vesper 

A. J. Morris 

Gail Marple 

Brenda DePriest 

Duane Smith 

Frank Buell 

Gail Keeton 

Marie Workman and family 

John Anderson 

Ruthie Woodard 

Bill Crowe 
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Prayer Concerns 

PRAYER PROGRAM  

Each week we randomly select individuals or families for whom we encourage everyone  

to pray. During the coming weeks, please pray for:  

Feb. 5ðJimmy, Lynn and Will East; Ginger Fiorvanti; Martha Hanserd 

Feb. 12ðRobert and Joyce Elam; Ben and April Fowler; Mark, Susan and Alex Harris 

Feb. 19ðButch and Nelda Evans; Brian, Barbara and Barry Fowler; Stan and Debbie Harris 

Feb. 26ðGreg, Jennifer, and Patrick Flanagan; David, Catherine and Nicholas Greene; Bill and Polly Hatch 

Please minister through prayer, cards, calls and visits. 

           FIRST PRESS  

IN CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY   

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to Bill Sipes and family upon the death of his father,  

William Houston Sipes on January 20, 2012. 

Our men and women in the military 

 

NEW PRAYER LIST POLICY:  We will be 

glad to keep anyone on the list as long as need-

ed.  However, due to the ever expanding list, 

and a lack of information about current needs, 

we will begin dropping names after 8 weeks, 

unless we hear updates and the need to keep 

them on the list. 

YOU ARE INVITED! 

You are invited  

to a Bridal Coffee for  

Jill Butler ,  

bride -elect of  

Daniel Hightower.  

  

Saturday, February 4, 2012 

10:00 AM  

Memorial Hall.  

The couple is registered at  

Vineyard¬s, Macy¬s, and  

Bed, Bath and Beyond.  



FEBRUARY 2012 

At the January 15, 2012 Stated Meeting, the 

Session conducted its normal business and  

received committee reports. The Session: 

 

¶ Welcomed the new members of the  

Session: Brad Isaacs, Becky Anderson, Mo 

Pledger, Jim Campbell, James Harris, and 

Patrick Dollar. 

¶ Expressed appreciation to the Budget and 
Finance Committee for its diligent work in 

preparing the 2012 budget. 

¶ Approved the 2012 budget without the  

Associate Pastor of Youth Ministry and 

Adult Christian Education open position 

included in the budget. 
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Cornerstone Groupð  February 9 & March 1 

The AARP Driving Course was a huge success with a great turnout!   

 

The Cornerstone group is on the move in February. We are going to Halls, TN to the Veterans Museum where we will have a tour of 

the facility.  Join us on Thursday, February 9th for a fun trip. This should take approximately an hour to and hour and a half. The tour 

will be followed by lunch at Charlene's Colony of Shoppes (5 minutes away) For those of you who want to shop you may do so or oth-

ers may return to the museum. Letôs meet in the church parking lot at 8:45 a.m.. We are scheduled for a tour at the museum at 10:00. I 

understand this has wide spread appeal for both men and women.  We will try to be home by 3:00 PM but may take separate cars so 

everyone can carpool and do as they please. 

 

SAVE THE DATE!   March 1 

We are planning a luncheon, looking forward to spring, with our guest speaker, Rita Randolph.  We will meet about 11 or 11:30 AM 

for lunch and program.  More details to follow.  Mark your calendars and plan to join us! 

Session Highlights 

¶ Voted to have a two-week time of guid-

ed prayer about the Associate Pastor 

open position and meet again on January 

31 to vote on whether to fund the posi-

tion in this yearôs budget. 

¶ Approved naming John Kendall to the 
Endowment Trust committee for a six-

year term. 

¶ Discussed the enthusiastic participation 
by many church members in the  

Christmas Eve Meals on Wheels. 

¶ Approved the Service committee to sell 
Kroger gift cards to church members 

from which Kroger will donate 5% of 

the proceeds to RIFA. 

NEXT  

SESSION MEETING 

February 12, 2012 

at 6:30 PM  

 Playschool Registration Set for March 5-7 

Registration for Playschool 2012-2013 classes will be held on March 5, 6, and 7th. 

On Monday, March 5ðFPC Member Registration 

On Tuesday, March 6ðCurrently enrolled family registration 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM 

On Tuesday, March 6ðAlumnae families at 1:00 PM 

On Wednesday, March 7ðNew Families at 9:00 AM 

 

¶ Approved communion dates for 
2012. 

¶ Approved a congregational  

meeting for January 29 to approve 

the terms of the pastorôs call for 

2012. 
 

All members of the Session encourage 

questions or comments at any time.  

 

 

The Cross Ministry 

" The Cross Ministryò was begun in August 2010 to build, paint and distribute crosses as a testimony of God's great love.  The small, 

white crosses not only provide a quiet yet powerful testimony, but also opportunities for personal witnessing.  Only through a joint effort 

can we expand this across America.  God has already opened so many doors for this to be done.  He has inspired this ministry and it is 

solely for His glory.  Session approved this ministry for our church in November. Bob & Sharon Herndon supplied some crosses to get 

started. If you would like to put a small cross in your yard and be a part of this ministry, you can get one at no charge in the church 

office.  Please see Nelda or Vicki to reserve your cross. You can also pick up a brochure of information about the ministry.   If you have 

any questions, you may contact Bob and Sharon Herndon at 731-736-0757.   



Rotation Sunday School 
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The Childrenôs Corner 
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Dear Parents of BLAST Children:  

We are ready to BLAST off into 2012! The children will continue having music time with Ms. Ginna, 

and Bible learning and crafts with Mrs. Marlie. We are planning to perform 3 times before the 

school year ends. We are planning   performances in late Februrary/early March, Palm Sunday, and 

Mother's Day. We are going to incorporate singing with more instruments, sign language, and  

possibly a piece with the children and the Sanctuary choir. Come join us on Wednesday nights at  

6 PM, 2nd floor of the Education Building. 2012 is going to be a BLAST!  

God Bless,  

Ms. Ginna  

Children's Choir Director  

First Presbyterian Church  

Notes from Marlie! 

Dear Families! 

Hope everyone is off to a wonderful 2012! 

Are you looking for new ways to get involved with your FPC childrenôs lives?  Why not vol-

unteer with us in Childrenôs Church!  Itôs easy, fun, and a great way to be a part of the lives of 

our wonderful kids.  Want more information?  Please email me at fpcmarlie@eplus.net.  

We are also looking to finalize a few spots in the Sunday volunteer worker rotation. 

Itôs not too late to join us in B.L.A.S.T!  Every Wednesday at 6:00 PM on the 2nd floor of the 

Education Building.     

If you have any questions feel free to contact me at  

fpcmarlie@eplus.net and donôt forget to follow us on Facebook 

under:  ñFirst Presbyterian Church Childrens Ministriesò. 

CHILDRENôS CHURCH:  Childrenôs Church is an opportunity for children ages four (4) 

to eight (8) to join their friends upstairs in the Education Building immediately after ñTime 

with Childrenò in the worship service.  We need volunteers to lead this program so if you 

are interested, please contact Marlie Richardson at fpcmarlie@eplus.net or 422-1591.  

There is also a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.  You do not have to be a parent to 

volunteer ï everyone is welcome!   We have a fun new curriculum!   

Check it out, and sign up! 

 

Hey kids Come have a B.L.A.S.T!  with us on Wednesday night!  

B.L.A.S.T ! (Bible Learning And Singing Together!)  

New Elementary program for children ages 4-5th grade.  

Children are divided into 2 age groups and  

take turns having music time with Ginna  

and Bible stories, crafts, and games with Marlie. 

New Children's Choir Director-Ginna Cherry. 

New location-2nd floor Education Building. 

Note to Parents from Ginna!                               

mailto:fpcmarlie@eplus.net
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  Financial Update 

Through November 2011, expenses were held to 92% of budget but total income was 

only 88% of budget, causing a deficit of $23,416. 

Generous giving in December caused the total income for 2011 to slightly exceed 

budget and match the 2010 income after running behind budget for almost all of the 

year.  Expenses were held to 2010 levels and were only 92% of budget.  The extra  

income at year-end was primarily the result of under-spending the budget.  The extra 

$59,843 will be transferred to the restricted reserve fund for later use in the 2012  

budget. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE ï   DECEMBER 2011 

   Actual  Budget  Actual 

   Year-to-date _2011  Last Year 

Contributions  $673,512  $522,135  $635,159 

Less 2012/11 Pledges $  42,114    $    3,500 

Net 2011/10 

Contributions  $631,398  $626,562  $631,659 

Total Income  $716,438  $712,412  $717,828 

 

Operating Expenses $656,595  $712,412  $655,009 

Transfer to Reserve     $  62,819 

Total Expenses  $656,595  $712,412  $717,828 

 

YTD Inc/(Deficit)               $ 59,843            ð                          ð 

 

For questions or more details on the financial report, contact Andy Culbreath  

(Finance Chair) at 394-9836, Carol Green (Treasurer) at  

664-9449, or Vicki Pope (Financial Secretary) at 422-1591. 

Pledges can now be paid  

using ACH bank drafts  

on a weekly or monthly basis.   

If you are interested,  

please contact Vicki Pope  

at 422-1591. 

Meals on Wheels a Huge Success!!  December 23rd 

 

 

 

 

 

 MEALS ON WHEELS 

Thank you to all who helped with assembling and delivering! 

Thank you to all who contributed the money for the meals! 

We were able to assemble and deliver 146 meals! 

We collected $914.00.  The monies collected that did not go toward meals  

on the 23rd was donated directly to MOW for future use! 

ENTHUSIASTIC 

PARTICIPATION! 

LOTS OF FOLKS  

SHOWED UP! 

Meals were assembled  

at 8:00 AMé.. 

ready for delivery at 

9:00 AM! 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO  

Carrie and Russell Jones 

who have a son, 

William Logan Jones  

(Logan)  

born January 23, 2012 

at 3:14 PM 

7 lbs. 2 oz. 

20-1/2 inches long 
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The Discipleship Committee has asked randomly selected church members to submit answers to this question for each upcoming 

newsletter.  Gabi Cox has submitted the following in response: 

Putting Jesus first in all things. 

Mark 8: 34-38: Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: ñWhoever wants to be my disciple must deny them-

selves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life[a] will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me 

and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 

What does this mean to me?   -Gabi Cox 

The crowd has always been attracted to Jesus, but large numbers doesnôt necessarily mean actual adherence to Jesus. I think the same 

is just as true today. I, naturally, want to be a crowd pleaser, but IF and ONLY IF my actions and words are in adherence to Jesus; 

kinda the modern day W.W.J.D..  Jesus used this image of the cross to illustrate the ultimate submission required of his followers. We 

know Jesus is not against pleasure, nor that we should seek pain needlessly. I believe it takes a heroic effort needed to follow him  

moment by moment, to do this even when the life is difficult. My goodness, look what we gain in Christ, when we do! 

Jesus wants us to CHOOSE to follow him rather than lead a life of sin and self satisfaction. This makes good sense to me because as 

the Creator, Christ sure knows better than we do what life is really about!  Many people, and I am guilty of this, seek self-satisfaction, 

or pleasure.  But as Jesus said, a life of possessions, positions or power is ultimately worthless. I keep reminding myself of this, as 

anything I have on earth is temporary anyway. We all know the ñwealthiestò of people who seem hollow and empty. The ultimate 

ñwealthò is, of course to follow Jesus and I promise you,  you WILL know what it means to live abundantly NOW and  to have eternal 

life as well! 

New Parenting Class 

The Parenting Class is meeting on Wednesday nights following dinner at 6 PM.     

Our study in entitled  ñGrace Based Parenting:  Creating an Atmosphere of  

Graceò by Dr. Tim Kimmel.  We meet from 6 ï 7 PM in the Library.   

A special class will be held on February 8 from 6ð7:30 on CPR! 

Contact Sharyn Thompson at 731-394-2140 or  

sharyn.thompson10@gmail.com for more info.   

What Does Discipleship Mean To Me?                           by Gabi Cox 

Upcoming New Lent Study 
We will be finishing up our current study, Read the Bible for Life, on February 15.   

We will have a worship service on February 22 for Ash Wednesday.  On  

February 29th, we will begin a new study for Lent.  Please stay tuned for more  

details about this upcoming study and prepare to sign up!  Contact Ceil Cowles  

for more information:  fpcceil@eplus.net  

When someone you know has been diagnosed with cancer and you donôt know what to say or do there is Lem-

on-Aide.  Lemon-Aide is the ñI am here for you clownò that is designed especially for cancer patients and 

cancer survivors to remind them that you are thinking of and care about them even though you canôt always be 

with them. Lemon-Aide is designed to be a friend for both children and adults either male or female. Lemon-

Aide and a book which tells his story are the centerpiece products of Lemon-Aideôs Friends Inc. a 501 (c) 3 

organization whose mission is to make a difference in the fight against cancer. The Discipleship Committee, 

with the approval of the Session, is making Lemon-Aide and the books available to church members to give to 

someone they know who has been diagnosed with cancer. To learn more about the Lemon-Aide Project visit 

www.lemon-aidesfriends.org.  To obtain one for someone you know see Nelda or Vicki in the church office.  

Donations are welcome! 

LEMON -AIDEðthe ñI Am Here for Youò Clown 

                     BRIDGE GIFT!  

  

Please consider a new gift-giving idea for the 

church to help "Bridge" the gap in our budget 

shortfall.  In lieu of buying gifts for your  

family for Valentine's day, birthdays, other 

holiday and special occasions, please consider 

giving that sum of money, whatever it would 

be, to the church instead, with a notation on 

the check ñBridge Giftò.  So many of us have 

so much, we don't really "need" anything new 

and the money can be used to help fund the 

work and ministry of the church.  All money 

received would go into the general operat-

ing budget for use as needed.  SO... for that 

next special occasion, why not honor the  

occasion with a gift to the church?  Thanks so 

much for your generosity and dedication to 

the work and ministry at First Presbyterian. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A34-36&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24536a#fen-NIV-24536a
mailto:sharyn.thompson10@gmail.com
http://www.lemon-aidesfriends.org
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Presbyterian Hymnal #   438          TUNE:    DENNIS                                           Article by:  Bob Henry 

 

John Fawcett, the author of this monthôs hymn, was left an orphan at age 12.  He had to work hard during his youth years.  His work 

day was 14 hours some of the time.  By candlelight he taught himself to read.  Realizing the need for education, he worked diligently 

at increasing his education.   

 

Fawcett was a scholar and an able preacher.  He wrote a few books and published a volume of hymns.   Ordination came at age 25 and 

he began his ministry in a little church of 100 membersða Baptist Church in Wainsgate, England.  He received a modest salary 

which was partially paid in potatoes and wool.  His family needs were such that this payment was inadequate. After a seven year stent 

at Wainsgate, he received a call to a larger church, Carter Lane, London.  When the day of departure came, the horse and dray were 

loaded.  When the last item was loaded, Fawcett and his family made the rounds of goodbyes to the gathered congregation.  These 

were humble people, most could not read or write.  They were devoted to him and very appreciative of his ministry.  The people 

begged him to stay. Their devotion to Fawcett and his family was enough to overcome the move. The people exhibited great joy.  The 

drayman was instructed to unload and they would stay a little longer.   Fawcett stayed another 54 years.  

  

In commemoration of the occasion, Fawcett wrote Blest Be The Tie That Binds.   

 

The tune Dennis was written by Hans Georg Nageli.  He was born in Wetzikon, Switzerland.  Nageli was a composer, teacher, writer 

on musical subjects and publisher.  His works included vocal compositions for the church, the school, and the home.  DENNIS is the 

only tune of his that is in the Presbyterian Hymnal. 

 
Reference: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_Geogr_Nageli 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_Geogr_Nageli

