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January 5, 2020 EPIPHANY SUNDAY    9:30 AM 
  

THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION:  God of hope, who sent a star to guide men to where Christ was 

born:  guide us by the light of your word, so we may come to him offering the gift of our lives, and go 

out into the world glorifying and praising you, for our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

RINGING OF THE CHIMES 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 ORGAN PRELUDE Toccata on the Doxology Young 

 

CHORAL INTROIT Come Into God’s Presence Anonymous 

      

 CALL TO WORSHIP (from Isaiah 60: 1-3)   Elder David Greene 

 One: Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

 ALL: And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you 

 One: For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 

 ALL: But the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 

 One: Nations shall come to your light, 

 ALL: And kings to the brightness of your dawn.        

  

   TO PRAISE GOD AND CONFESS OUR SINS 
 

#*HYMN OF PRAISE: 110 (Please stand at the introduction to the hymns) 

 Love Has Come BRING A TORCH 

 

* CALL TO CONFESSION Elder David Greene 
 

 *PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 

 One: Isaiah testified to God’s call on his life – a call he lived out through his prophetic 

words and actions.  We confess that so many voices clamor for our attention that 

God’s word is hard to hear.  When we have been called to be witnesses of God’s 

activity in the world and in our lives, and we have been unwilling to respond, 

 ALL: Merciful God, forgive us. 

 One: When Jesus’ disciples heard the call of Christ, their lives were changed forever as 

they turned to follow Jesus.  When we do not expect to hear life-changing words, 

and fail to discern God’s call on our lives, 

 ALL: Merciful God, forgive us. 

 One: We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to recognize and to respond to the invitation 

of Jesus to follow him, even when that means traveling unknown and unfamiliar 

paths…. 

 ALL: Merciful God, forgive us when we fail, and take from us the fear and uncertainty 

 that hinder us. Cleanse us from all that hinders our hearing your voice, and fill 

us anew with the Holy Spirit, that we may joyfully respond to Christ’s call on our 

lives.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
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 SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION AND REPENTANCE 

 

 *ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS   Elder David Greene 

  One: The Good News is that even if we at first do not hear the Divine Word addressed to 

us, God calls again and again.  When our words and actions separate us from God, 

we are assured that if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  everything old 

has passed away; see, everything has become new!  All this is from God to whom 

we have been reconciled by Christ. 

  ALL: Thanks be to God!  In Christ we are forgiven and restored!  Alleluia! Amen! 
 

 #*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: (Hymn: 143, stanza 4) REGENT SQUARE 

  All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

  ever more your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 

  come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 

 
TO GIVE THANKS, PETITION AND INTERCESSION 

 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

 ANTHEM  We Three Kings Stopford 

  Chancel Choir 

    

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN   Libby Smith 

(After the Time with Children, our young friends ages 4-2ND grade are invited to the Children’s 

Church in the Education Building.  An adult will escort the children.  After worship, parents may pick 

their children up in the Education Building downstairs in the nursery hallway. Grades 3-5 are invited 

to remain in the Sanctuary for worship.) 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER: (pg. 35 in hymnal) 

  

 *HYMN: 136  Go Tell It on the Mountain GO TELL IT 

  

   TO GIVE THANKS, PETITION AND INTERCESSION 

 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Elder David Greene   
 

   OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Isaiah 43:15-21 (page 672-673) 
 

 NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  Matthew 2:1-2, 9-12 (page 2)   

  One: This is the word of the Lord. 

 ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

 SERMON  “No Earthly Reason…” Rev. John H. White 

 

 



TO RESPOND IN FAITH 
 

 *AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (in unison) A Creed from Colossians 1:15-23    

 L:  Who is Jesus Christ? 

 ALL: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by him all 

things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for 

him.  He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head 

of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, 

so that in everything he might have the supremacy.  For God was pleased to have all 

his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the 

cross.  Once we were alienated from God, but now God has reconciled us by Christ's 

physical body through death to present us holy in his sight.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

   (At this time, please find the red friendship pad located toward the center isle on each pew,  

   sign it, pass it down your row and back again, taking note of those who worship with you.) 

 

 OFFERING 

  ORGAN              Hymn Improvisation on NUN ANDKET ALLE GOTT Burkhardt 

   OFFERTORY          Dr. Terry McRoberts  

       

  *Doxology (Tune: 607)   OLD HUNDREDTH 

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 

   Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

  *Dedicatory Prayer  Elder David Greene 

 

    TO GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION:  152 

  What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright  PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION:   Go Tell It on the Mountain American Spiritual 

    Chancel Choir 
   

*ORGAN POSTLUDE Postlude on an Original Antiphon Uehlein 

 

ACOLYTES:  Sam Thompson and Gioia Carp  


