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12th Sunday After Pentecost 

August 23, 2020 
 

 
GATHERING MUSIC                         Variations on ST THOMAS Brandon 

                                                                      Dr. Terry McRoberts 

                                                                           Psalm XIX                                     Marcello/Dubois 

                                                                      Dr. Terry McRoberts  

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE                                                  Prelude on AUSTRIA Wold 

                                                                      Dr. Terry McRoberts 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Psalm 124)               Rev. John White 

              Leader:      The presence of God-with-us; saves us from being overwhelmed by anything that 

                                   threatens us. 

       Praise God who hears us and answers us; 

       Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

       Let us worship our Creator and Redeemer. 

 

MUSIC                                                             The Poet Speaks                                                 Schumann 

                                    Dr. Terry McRoberts 

 

 

TO PRAISE GOD AND CONFESS OUR SINS 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION       Rev. Courtney Bowen  

  Leader: Merciful God, you have graced our lives with the life of Jesus, and we rejoice that 

we are forever linked with him through baptism. In Christ, our lives and hearts are 

transformed and renewed so that we may discern your will for the world. We 

confess, however, that there are times when our actions and our words are 

conformed more to the values of this age than to your will. 

  Leader: If we believe that our faith experience is superior to the way others have come to 

faith, and fail to share the humility that life in Christ possesses. 

  People: Forgive us 

  Leader: If our relationships are shaped by bitterness and jealousy, and we fail to share the 

joy that life in Christ reveals. 

  People: Forgive us  

  Leader: If we exclude people from our fellowship through prejudice and discrimination; and 

fail to recognize and share the love that life in Christ imparts. 

  People: Forgive us 

  Leader: If selfishness and greed corrode our lifestyles so that we fail to recognize and share 

the generosity of life in Christ. 

  People: Forgive us 
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(continued) 

  Merciful God, so transform us with the life of Christ and renew us in his image that the 

  grace, humility and compassion which marked his life will be clearly visible in our lives; 

  so that we may delight in sharing the gifts you graciously give us for both the building up 

  of this community of faith, and the communities where we live and work and play.  

  This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen  

 

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION AND REPENTANCE 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  (From Psalm 103:8-12) Rev. Courtney Bowen 

  If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 

  has become new! All this is from God, to whom we have been reconciled through Christ.  

  (2 Corinthians 5:17,18a). 

 

MUSIC                                                             Going Home                                                      Sara Groves 

                                Natalie Coffman, Soloist 

 

 

THE WORD 
 

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN                 Ceil Cowles 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER             Rev. Courtney Bowen 
  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION             Rev. Courtney Bowen 

 

EPISTLE                                       Romans 12:1-8   Rev. Courtney Bowen 

 

GOSPEL                                                 Matthew 16:13-20  Rev. John White 

 

SERMON                                      “Naming God”    Rev. John White 

 

 

RESPONSE 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (From “A Brief Statement Faith”)                             Rev. Courtney Bowen 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 

preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 

blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 

outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly 

condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 

pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, 

vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from  

(continued) 



 

        

death to life eternal. With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life 

or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

OFFERING        Rev. Courtney Bowen 

       OFFERTORY      Prelude on ST COLUMBA Lang   

                                      Dr. Terry McRoberts 

  *Doxology (Tune: 591)   OLD HUNDREDTH 

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 

   Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

     *Dedicatory Prayer Rev. John White 

 

 

SENDING 

CHARGE     Rev. John White 

 

BENEDICTION    Rev. John White 

 

POSTLUDE                            Festal Flourish Jacob 

                                    Dr. Terry McRoberts 

 


